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Session Outcomes

Participants will:
● Understand the meaning of “valid” and “reliable”
● Examine trends in remedial coursework in college
● Understand how to conduct an inquiry into student 

grades and college/career related data to examine 
alignment of state and local data

● Use the cohorting feature in WISEdash to examine state 
data for local groups of students
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Grounding
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Pop Quiz

One of the following tests is reliable but not valid and the other 
is valid but not reliable. Can you figure out which is which?

 You want to measure student intelligence so you ask students 
to do as many push-ups as they can every day for a week.

 

 You want to measure students’ perception of their teacher 
using a survey but the teacher hands out the evaluations right 
after she reprimands her class, which she doesn’t normally do.
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Definitions

Because reliability does not concern the actual relevance of 
the data in answering a focused question, validity will 
generally take precedence over reliability.

The validity of an instrument 
is the idea that the 
instrument measures what it 
intends to measure.

Reliability, on the other 
hand, is not at all concerned 
with intent, instead asking 
whether the test used to 
collect data produces 
accurate results.
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From a UW Director of Admissions

Questions:

1. Do you consider grades valid and reliable data?

2. To what degree are high school grades used for admittance?  What other factors 
do you consider? 

3. Are you aware of discrepancies in grades across school districts?  For example, 
does an A from one district mean something different than an A from another? 

4. Tell me about your remedial courses. Have you noticed a change in students’ 
need for that support over time? 

5. Do you track student demographic groups (ELs, SwD, EcDis, Race, etc) and 
their participation in remedial coursework?  

6. What is your advice for a middle school student who wants to pursue a college 
degree at UW Platteville?

7. What is your advice to high schools regarding their grading practices?
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Top Factors in College Admissions
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WI Act 28 Report on Remedial Education

https://www.wisconsin.edu/education-reports-
statistics/download/educational_statistics/Leg
islated_Remedial_Course_Report.pdf
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The New Freshman Class: Fall 2017

https://www.wisconsin.edu/education-reports-statistics/dow
nload/educational_statistics/informational_memoranda/The-
New-Freshman-Class,-Fall-2017.pdf
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Technical College Report
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School Report Card Comparison

● Fifty percent of the high schools who received five stars on 
Wisconsin’s 2018 report cards graduated students who 
needed the remedial classes. 

● On average, Wisconsin’s “best” high schools graduated 
classes where 21 percent of students who entered the UW 
System required math remediation. Those 222 students come 
from all over the state – Brookfield, Tomahawk, Shorewood, 
Kenosha, Milwaukee, and many others.

● Fourteen schools that sent high numbers of unprepared 
students to the UW System received ranks of five stars, or 
“significantly exceeds expectations,” on Wisconsin’s 2018 
report cards.  (Lisowski, 2019)
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Articles on Remedial Courses in College

● College Students increasingly caught in
remediation trap: https://hechingerreport.org/
College-students-increasingly-caught-in-
remedial-education-trap/

● The End of Remedial Courses:  
https://www.chronicle.com/interactives/Trend19-Remediation-Main 

● Beyond the Rhetoric: 
http://www.highereducation.org/reports/college_readiness/gap.shtml 

● UP to 60% of Students need Remedial Courses: 
https://thefederalist.com/2018/09/18/60-percent-college-students-need-re
medial-classes-needs-change-now/

● How do so many top students end up on remedial classes: 
https://www.greatschools.org/gk/articles/high-achiever-remedial-college/
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Using WISEdash
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Career & College Readiness in WISEdash
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WISEdash for Districts (Secure) - requires login
Dashboards related to CCR:
● High School Completion
● AP
● Aspire
● ACT (graduates and statewide)
● Postsecondary Enrollment
● Roster

Tools:
● CCREWS
● DEWS
● Cohort
● Data Inquiry 
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The College and Career Readiness Early 
Warning System (CCREWS)

● CCREWS uses student and school data to make predictions about 
whether or not students in grades 6, 7, 8, and 9 are likely to be ready for 
college and career.

● Found in WISEdash in “Early Warning.”  From there, select “Early 
Warning,” and filter for CCREWS

● It predicts:
○ Whether or not a student will meet the college readiness benchmark 

on three of the four ACT® subjects (English, mathematics, reading, 
and science)

○ Whether or not a student will meet the college readiness benchmark 
on four of the four ACT® subjects

○ A student’s predicted ACT® composite score
○ Whether or not a student will enroll in a four-year college degree 

program in the first fall after high school graduation
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Digging into CCR Data in WISEdash

Source Data in WISEdash
● Assessment data:  Forward, Aspire, ACT
● AP Participation and AP Passing Rates
● CCREWS (College Career Ready Early Warning System)
Source Data  Local School
● Grade Reports
● Class Rank/GPAs
WISEdash Tools
● Cohort feature--
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Inquiry Template to Guide Your Work

● Investigate alignment by grade level and content with 
assessment results.  For example, in 9th grade English, 
how do course grades compare with ELA proficiency results 
in Aspire? What about 8th grade Forward results?  What 
other data do you have to inform this question?

● Investigate alignment between remedial placements and 
high school grades. How many students needed remedial 
courses at the post-secondary level?  How does that 
compare with their HS grades/GPA?
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Sample Spreadsheet
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Algebra Example
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Questions to Guide the Inquiry

Questions guide the inquiry with a sense of purpose. What will 
you be looking for?

● Does the comparison of grades and assessment results 
align closely or is there misalignment?
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WISEdash Demonstration

Scenario: We will demonstrate how an English Teacher can 
gather data that compares grades he/she assigned with student 
assessment results.
STEPS TO FOLLOW:
1. Find College Ready indicator data

in WISEdash
a. ACT
b. AP
c. DEWS or CCREWS
d. WorkKeys

2. Create a Cohort Filter for a class (e.g English 11: 1st period)
3. Export or Enter Data into Template Provided
4. Enter Local Grade Data
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Investigating Grading Alignment
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Resources for Your Work

● Data Inquiry Activity Template
● Sample Spreadsheet (make a copy!)

View these resources as samples. Make copies for your own 
use.
While searching, also consider:
● What does your data tell you?  When we clarify the metrics 

into short summarizing sentences, these are called “Data 
Findings”.

● What patterns do you notice?
● What additional questions do you have?
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Exploring WISEdash

Your opportunity to login to WISEdash and investigate these 
dashboards. Here’s a sample activity from the Template.
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Reflect on Findings

● If there is a misalignment, why do you suppose grades and 
assessment results are painting different pictures of 
performance? 

● How might you adjust grading criteria to more accurately 
depict college and career readiness?
○ Do your practices align with best practices in grading?  Consider 

studying the work of Ken O’Connor, Tom Schimmer, Thomas 
Guskey, etc.
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Next Steps
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Hypothesis

● Next in the process, we would conduct a root cause analysis 
activity involving activity like a Fishbone or 5 Why’s process.

● This would shift our focus to the adult practices that may be 
contributing to your data findings.

● This would lead to a practices inquiry and possible 
improvement plan, which can all be found in the Data Inquiry 
Journal found in WISEdash.  

DIJ At-A-Glance 
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Next Steps

Contact your local CESA for support with this activity.  

Each has a data specialist to help you!
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There are many ways 
to continue your 
learning after the 
Summit, that also 

connect to this session!
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Mark your calendars!

Registration done through  
your local CESA
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● Multi-day Academies
● Reimbursement for school 

and district leaders through 
Title II

● Individual and team-based 
opportunities

● Direct connection to 3 tenets

https://awsa.memberclicks.net/assets/docs/PD/2019-20/2019_20_PD_Catalog_Final_3.pdf


Wrap Up & Feedback Form
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Please take a few minutes to 
complete this feedback form 
to help us get better.  

https://forms.gle/WaU6vAbtY8UHsaaZ9

